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Structure of today’s presentation

• Introduction to doctoral studies at VŠE

• 2 Current PhD candidates and their PhD journey

• Q&A

If you have any questions during the 
presentation, feel free to ask directly in the chat.

My colleague Sabina Zukalová will be 
monitoring the chat and answering your 

questions throughout the session.
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Why pursue a PhD at Prague University of 
Economics and Business (VŠE)?

• A respected and internationally recognised university. Shaping research 

and education in economics and management in Central Europe.

• Top international accreditations

• First university in the Czech Republic with AACSB institutional 

accreditation

• EQUIS and AMBA-accredited Faculty of Business Administration

• ACCA-accredited Faculty of Finance and Accounting

• Strong career outcomes in academia, research, business and public 

institutions

• Freedom to develop your own research topic and work on it in depth
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What to Expect from a PhD

• Predominantly research-based work carried out in close 

cooperation with a supervisor

• You need a research area that genuinely interests you and that 

you are willing to explore in depth and devote substantial time to.

• A PhD as a career choice, traditional coursework-based study is 

limited (Early Career Researchers).

• During your doctoral studies, you are expected to show a higher 

level of independence and initiative.
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Career opportunities of our PhD graduates

Employers

IMD Lausanne

Deloitte Consulting

PwC Luxembourg

Bern University of Applied 

Science

VŠE

Škoda Auto

DHL

ČSOB

Siemens

ČNB

ČSÚ

EGAP

*Based on the graduate survey (02/2025)

Job positions

CEO

CMO

Associate Professor

Senior Vice President for Middle 

East

Treasurer

Country Representative

Vice-Rector

Entrepreneur

Managing Partner

Business Development Lead

Investment Risk Specialist

Data Migration Lead
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PhD Study Programmes

• Standard length of study: 4 years

• Maximum length of study: 5 years

• Maximum interruption of studies: 2 

years

• Time off due to parenthood is not 

counted (up to 3 years per child).

• Studies in Czech study programmes 

are for free; only studies conducted 

in English are subject to a fee of 

EUR 500 per year.
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Study Programmes

• Finance 

• Accountancy and Financial 

Management

• International Economic Relations

• International and Diplomatic Studies

• Commercial and International Economic 

Law (only in CZ)

• Management and Managerial 

Economics
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Study Programmes

• Applied Informatics

• Econometrics and Operations 

Research

• Statistics

• Management

• Economic Theory (only in CZ)

• Economic Policy (only in CZ)

• Development of Economy and 

Economic Policies in the 20th and 

21st Centuries (only in CZ)

• Regional Development (only in CZ)
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• Teaching activities, approx. one course 

each semester (starting in 2nd semester)

• Participation in the department’s activities 

(stronger involvement at the department)

• Fulfilment of the Individual Study Plan 

(ISP) is required for receiving the doctoral 

scholarship in full amount

• Research and related activities 

corresponding to approximately 0.5–0.7 

FTE (20-28 hours/week)

• Predominantly independent work on the 

dissertation research in cooperation with the 

supervisor (min. 40 hours of consultations)

• Fulfilment of the Individual Study Plan (ISP) 

• No or limited teaching activities

• No regular monthly scholarship

Full-time formCombined form

The form of study may be changed 

on the basis of an application 

approved by the Dean.
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Study obligations = meeting requirements of Individual Study 
Plan (ISP) 

• 3–5 specialized subjects (based on 
the Faculty)

• Scientific and research activities

• Internal grant and/or involvement 
in other research projects

• Publication activities

• Scholarly articles, participation in 
conferences

• Teaching activities

• International research stay
(min. 1 month)

• Annual colloquia (3)

• Defense of the dissertation
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Teaching activities (full-time PhD)

• Teaching from the 2nd semester

• Minimum 90 minutes per week (26 weeks a year), unless 

decided otherwise

• Training for early-career teachers during the 2nd   

semester

• Compulsory course for young teachers, unless specified 

otherwise
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3 Colloquia

• Colloquium 1 – Research Proposal Defence (2nd semester)

Presentation of the topic, research questions and basic 

methodological framework.

• Colloquium 2 – Research Design Defence (4th semester)

Detailed research design: data, methods and planned research 

procedures.

• Colloquium 3 – Preliminary Results Defence (6th semester)

Presentation of preliminary findings and emerging conclusions.

• Note: Specific requirements (e.g. length of the text, scope of the 

dissertation draft) may vary by faculty and are defined by the Dean’s 

regulations.
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International Research Stay

• A research stay abroad of at least one month is required during 

the PhD programme

• Applies to both full-time and combined study form

• Students of combined form of study may replace the stay abroad 

with participation in an international research project with results 

published or presented abroad or another form of direct 

participation of the student in international research cooperation

• Financial support is available for stays abroad, traineeships, 

summer/winter schools, seminars, and conferences with active 

participation (Catalogue of Supports)
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• Doctoral scholarship

• For full-time PhD students (in both Czech and English 

study programmes)

• From September 2025, guaranteed income

(approx. 24,960 CZK or 1,000 EUR)

• Corresponding to 1.2× the actual minimum wage in the 

Czech Republic 

• If the Individual Study Plan (ISP) is not fulfilled, the stipend 

may be reduced or withdrawn; ISP is monitored regularly

Scholarships
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• Internal research grant

• Available to both full-time and part-time PhD students 

through a competitive process

• Research scholarships in the range of tens of thousands 

CZK per year

• Extraordinary scholarships and/or rewards for outstanding 

publications, participation in projects realised at the 

department, specific assistance at the department or additional 

teaching.  

• Rector’s Awards or Dean’s Awards for the best publications by 

PhD students etc.

Extra sources of income
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Additional opportunities for involvement in scientific 
and research activities

The Czech 

Science 

Foundation 

(GAČR)

The 

Technology 

Agency of the 

CR (TAČR)

International 

projects (EU 

Horizon, etc.)

Contract 

research 

projects
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Scientific and research activities

Internal Grants 

• A competition that enables the PhD students to learn the basic know-

how about working on scientific and research projects, gathering and 

managing a research team, managing budget, meeting the 

publications goals etc.

• Focused on the research and publication activities of PhD students.
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• Health insurance is mandatory in the Czech Republic

• State-paid health insurance applies to PhD students who:

 - are enrolled in a PhD programme for the first time

 - study in full-time form

 - are within the standard period of study

Health Insurance

Social Insurance

• Not covered; however, PhD students are not required to pay 

them

• Doctoral studies are counted as a substitute period of 

insurance for pension purposes.

Czech 
students
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• EU citizens can temporarily use their European Health Insurance Card 
(EHIC); registration after arrival is adviseable.

 

Health Insurance – EU 

Citizens

Health Insurance – non-
EU Citizens

• Citizens of other than EU 

countries (with some exceptions) 

are required to have health 

insurance from an authorized 

insurance company.

Students 
from 

abroad

HEALTH INSURANCE – STUDENTS FROM ABROAD

Students coming to Czechia are obligated to have medical insurance. 

The conditions differ for EU citizens and non-EU citizens:
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• Health insurance

• Health insurance

• Social insurance

• Entitlement to basic maternity 

benefits

• Benefits (from 50% employment)

PhD candidate without 

employment

PhD candidate as 

employee

If the contract is terminated/interrupted, 
you must renew the payment yourself at 
the insurance company.

PHD CANDIDATE: STUDENT & “EMPLOYEE”
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Immigration Requirements - Students from 
Outside of EU

Non-EU nationals admitted to the full-time doctoral program need to apply 

for a Long-term residence permit for the purpose of studies (HERE). 

• Diploma recognition is finalized by the deadline for applications in Insis.

• Check the web page of Czech Embassy in home country for up to date 

information - documents (e.g. Extract from the Penal Register). 

• Student Facilitation Program: Students from selected countries may be 

nominated into the Student Facilitation Program, and thus obtain a 

preferential appointment at a Czech Embassy.

Recommendation to ensure smooth & timely processing:

https://ipc.gov.cz/en/visa-and-residence-permit-types/third-country-nationals/long-term-residence-permits/long-term-residence-permit-in-the-czech-republic-for-the-purpose-of-studies/
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How to choose the ideal supervisor?

Has an announced 

dissertation topic that 

interests you

Has published in top-

tier international 

journals within the 

last five years

Has experience in 

leading research 

projects and involves 

PhD students in them

Their PhD 

candidates have 

successfully 

completed their 

studies in the past

Ask current 

or past PhD 

candidates 

about their 

experience
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Next steps?

• Contact a potential supervisor before submitting your 

application.

• Ask whether the chosen research topic is still available and 

whether your research ideas are promising.

• Send your research proposal (or at least a draft) and ask for 

feedback.

• Strong cooperation with a potential supervisor and a well-

prepared research proposal significantly increase your chances 

of passing the entrance examination and being admitted.
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Own dissertation topic?

• Can it be realized? 

• Discuss it with your potential supervisor with the most similar 

topics in advance! 

• Or you can ask the Head of the respective department if they 

could recommend you a suitable supervisor for your topic. 

Depends on 

the capacity 

of the 

department 

also.
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Tips for successful collaboration

• Set expectations early – discuss how you will work together.

• Talk about what the PhD journey looks like and what 

milestones to expect.

• Clarify what will be expected of you (research progress, 

publications, meetings, teaching, etc.).

• Communicate openly from the very beginning to build a 

productive collaboration.

• Clear expectations help reduce the risk of PhD dropout.
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Admission - Application

APPLICATION MUST INCLUDE: 
• Master's Diploma with diploma supplement (certified copies of the originals) 

• Recognition (nostrification) certificate of your master's degree (for foreigners)

• Structured academic Curriculum Vitae 

• List of publications and other research outcomes (if applicable)

• Your own proposal for the focus of the research activities and the dissertation 

(details available on the Doctoral Hub website and the websites of individual 

faculties)

• Appendix to the Application Form

Deadline 

May 31, 

2026

Note: Many faculties require a well-

developed research proposal supported by 

a thorough review of relevant scholarly 

literature!

https://phd.vse.cz/english/prospective-phd-candidates/prospective-phd-candidates/application-information/
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PhD Application Fees

Academic Year 2026/2027

• Administrative fee for the 

admission procedure 

(programmes taught in 

Czech): 990 CZK 

• Fee for admission procedures 

for study programmes taught 

in a foreign language:

50 EUR
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PhD Tution Fees

Academic Year 2026/2027

• PhD programmes in Czech 

are for free.

• PhD programmes conducted 

in English are subject to a 

tuition fee of €500 per 

academic year.

• The fee applies to both full-

time and combined modes 

of study.
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ADMISSION INTERVIEW

COMMON QUESTIONS: 
• Why do you want to study for PhD? 
• Why at VŠE?
• What is your motivation to do research on this topic? 
• Why the suggested research matters?
• What is your intended contribution?
• How does your previous work/study experience relate to your 

research topic?
• Please, explain your envisioned research design.
• What theory do you plan to apply in your research and why?
• Which journals in your field do you consider the most 

important?

Admission 

interview is a bit 

different for each 

faculty.
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Information concerning PhD studies

To be found at Doctoral Hub website or websites of 

individual faculties.

What if you have questions?

Potential supervisor 

/ Head of the 

department

Guarantor of the 

study 

programme

Coordinators of 

the PhD studies

Research proposal: Study programme questions*:

• More information in follow-up sessions of particular 
Faculties

https://phd.vse.cz/english/prospective-phd-candidates/prospective-phd-candidates/
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Information concerning PhD studies
on university level

Mgr. Sabina Zukalová

Contact person for prospective PhD candidates

Mail: sabina.zukalova@vse.cz

Any issues? 

We have a 

contact 

person!

mailto:sabina.zukalova@vse.cz
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University-wide application period:

1 April – 31 May 2026

http://insis.vse.cz/prihlaska/

July-August 2026

September/October

             2026

Winter application period:Additional application period: 

December 2026

November/December 

               2026

http://insis.vse.cz/prihlaska/


34

www.vse.cz vsecz

Important links

Study programmes
The 

application 

form 

Admissions 

brochure
Topics

More information on the 

Doctoral Hub website and 

FAQ section

https://phd.vse.cz/english/prospective-phd-candidates/prospective-phd-candidates/doctoral-study-programmes/
https://insis.vse.cz/prihlaska/?lang=en
https://phd.vse.cz/english/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/Admission-information-2026_27.pdf
https://phd.vse.cz/english/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/Admission-information-2026_27.pdf
https://phd.vse.cz/english/prospective-phd-candidates/prospective-phd-candidates/dissertation-topics/
https://phd.vse.cz/english/prospective-phd-candidates/prospective-phd-candidates/faq/
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What you can look forward to? 

Mentoring
• Individual support and guidance
• Academic and professional growth 

support

Community & Events by Doctoral Hub
• PhD Welcome Day event
• PhDay – annual event for inspiration, 

sharing, and connection
• Community-building activities 

throughout the year

Further Education & Courses
• Transferable skills training workshops 

and seminars

PhD Open Office Hours 
• consultations
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Important dates

Entrance examination – 16 June 2026

Alternative date 10 September 2026 (not applicable for FBA)

Enrolment – September 2026

Courses start – October 2026

Deadline 

May 31, 

2026
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Follow-up sessions of Faculties

Get programme-specific useful information!

Faculty of Economics 18 March 16:00–17:00 Online

Faculty of Management 18 March 18:00–19:30 Online

Faculty of International Relations 18 March 17:00–18:00 Online

Faculty of Finance and Accounting 19 March 16:00–17:00 Online

Faculty of Business Administration 17 March 17:15–18:15 Online & 

Room NB169

Faculty of Informatics and Statistics 19 March 17:00–18:00 Online & 

Room NB473 
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Part II. Insights from current PhD Candidates
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Jana Kovářová
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• 2015 Bc Tomas Bata 

University in Zlin

• 2016 MSc Liverpool John 

Moores University 

• 2017 – now: Regiojet - Havas 

Prague - Seznam.cz 

• 2022 start of PhD at VŠE

• 2023 teaching at VŠE
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What I would say to myself at the beginning

• Choose your supervisor wisely

• Find your people

• Take the opportunities that are offered to you

• Look for more opportunities and take those too

• Don't be afraid to learn, try new things and ask 

questions

• Be prepared to re-write, re-do and receive (a lot) of 

constructive criticism

• Celebrate all the successes!
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Petr Krautwurm
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PAPERS: 

OTHER:
• 8 research projects (6 IGS + 1 external + 1 GAČR)
• 4 summer schools + 9 conferences
• 1 research stay abroad (Kiel Institute, 6 months)

ABOUT ME
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THE ESSENTIALS FOR A PhD

YOUR TOPIC: 
• Your sacred ground
• It's the reason you're here (at least should be)
CONTINGENCY PLAN: 
• You need a subtopic

o To publish with a higher certainty
o Mildly related to your original one (at least)

• A FEW IDEAS:
• A PhD takes time --> Take it (!)
• Reinventing the wheel is great --> at least you learn
• Seek a helping hand

o A PhD as a one-person job --> increasingly unlikely
o Work in teams --> Travel a lot
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PhD travel agency (part 1)



49

www.vse.cz vsecz

PhD travel agency (part 2)
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PhD travel agency (part 3)
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A FEW HINTS FOR A PHD

SUMMER SCHOOLS: 
• Better than conferences
• The best way to make (weak) contacts
RESEARCH GRANTS: 
• Way to pay for your travels

o Conferences only (!)
o The other way is to ask for a direct support

OTHER HINTS:
• Inomics, ResearchGate
• Minimize wasting time

o Be careful about trying to publish straight ahead
o Teach your own subject

• Be able to find a compromise + Frustration tolerance
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Part III. Q&A



Mgr. Mili Markvartová

Mili.markvartova@vse.cz

Thank you for your attention!
phd.vse.cz

Doctoral Hub

mailto:Mili.markvartova@vse.cz
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